SEND BLANK TAPE 


Radical Software magazine and early video distribution networks 
An installation of early video art works at Pioneer Works. 


ON VIEW NOVEMBER 91 — 167 


This installation mines Radical Software, 
the first periodical devoted to video, to pres- 
ent a survey of the very earliest video art in 
existence. In the earliest days of video, the 
lines between art, documentation, journal- 
ism, and experimentation were either not yet 
existent or intentionally blurry. 

In this exhibit, an array of videos are 
shown made by collectives and individuals 
active in the early video exchange network 
facilitated and promoted by Radical Soft- 
ware magazine. This collection of videos 
(some of which have never before been pub- 
licly screened) are examples of the range and 
depth of creative production made possible 
by access to video technology. Video made 
moving image media fast, accessible, and rel- 
atively cheap. While the visual quality of the 
medium wasn't always great, playback could 
be immediate, allowing for instant results. 
Video is traditionally intended as a small- 
screen medium, to be viewed by individuals 
or intimate groups, rather than the cinema 
model of large audiences focused on a big 
projected image. In SEND BLANK TAPE the 
videos are presented in the spirit of the early 
70s Friday night video-screening parties 
held in the Prince Street, SoHo loft inhabited 
by members of the video art collective Vid- 
eofreex. Included in this presentation are 
works by the aforementioned Videofreex, 
as well as individuals and collectives such as 
Raindance, Ant Farm, John Reilly, Commu- 
nity Video, and Ladies Home Journal. 


PROGRAM 


ANT FARM 
TRUCK STOP NETWORK 


SELECTION FROM: “MEDIA VAN AT TULANE”, 
“TONY ROMEO AT YALE” 
1970-72, 9 MINS 


Created by the experimental media and architecture 
group Ant Farm to document a cross-country trip taken 
by the group’s members in their newly outfitted “Media 
Van’, the goal of which was to visit like-minded creative 
communities. At various locations they presented vid- 
eo screenings, performances, and temporary inflatable 
structures. 


Video courtesy of Chip Lord 
(Ant Farm: Chip Lord, Hudson Marquez, Doug Michels, Curtis Schreier) 


COMMUNITY VIDEO 
HARRISBURG 8 
1972, 30 MINS. 


A documentary about the trial of a group of Catholic 
anti-Vietnam protesters charged with a conspiracy to 
commit terrorist acts. The defendants (several of whom 
were priests) were indicted on federal charges of conspir- 
ing to kidnap Henry Kissinger and blow up several fed- 
eral buildings in Washington, D.C. 


Video and synopsis courtesy of MediaBurn.org 
(Community Video: Len Ackland, Karl Purnell, and Maurice Jacobsen) 


ANTIOCH COMMUNICATIONS STUDY 
CENTER, LADIES HOME JOURNAL 
197?, 32 MINS. 


This collection of works was produced by women stu- 
dents at Antioch College, Yellow Springs; individual seg- 
ments produced by Sarah Linquist (“Winter Rides” ), 
Natalie Hau (“Geodesic Dome”), Dinah Lehove ( “Sep- 
tember 2), Becky Nordstrom (“You're So Vain”), Lissy 
Gregory (“Sam Out The Window”), Martha Miller (“Fall- 
ing Down” ), Carol Andrew (“Good Morning Heart- 
ache”), Chris Baldwin (“Madness”), and Judy Kredgi- 
nowski (“Dog Repair”). 


Courtesy of MediaBurn.org 


(4) JOHN REILLY 
THE BALLAD OF AJ WEBERMAN 
PRODUCED BY GLOBAL VILLAGE 
1969, I9 MINS. 


John Reilly, along with Rudi Stern, was co-founder of Global 
Village, one of the first public locations where independent 
and underground video was screened in the late 60s. In this 
character the documentary writer, Bob Dylan enthusiast, 
and coiner of the term “Dylanology,” A.J. Weberman sorts 
through Dylan's garbage outside of his New York apartment 
in order to explain his methods of gathering and interpret- 
ing Dylan data. Bookended by David Peel & The Lower 
East Side Band playing “The Ballad of A.J. Weberman.” 


Synopsis and video courtesy of MediaBurn.org 


(4) JOHN REILLY & DAVID SASSER 
MENTAL PATIENTS RESISTANCE 


PRODUCED BY GLOBAL VILLAGE 
197?, 27 MINS 


A documentary about a group of formerly hospitalized 
patients on a quest to change the inhumane practices at 
psychiatric institutions. Includes “man on the street” inter- 
views, as well as confrontations between patient-activists and 
doctors that are revealing about changing attitudes towards 
mental illness during the 1970s. This documentary shows 
the influence of both (Scottish psychiatrist and reformer) 
R.D. Laing’s writings and (American documentarian) Fred- 
erick Wiseman’s seminal film Titicut Follies, which was 
banned just a few years before. 


Synopsis and video courtesy of Media Burn.org 


(4) MEDIA ACCESS CENTER 
WHOLE EARTH DEMISE PARTY 


CO-PRODUCED WITH ANT FARM AND RAINDANCE 
1972, 30 MINS. 


This video documents the Whole Earth Catalog Demise 
Party held at the Exploratorium in San Francisco. Creator 
Stewart Brand organized the event to debate the best use 
of the twenty thousand dollars profit held by Whole Earth 
(a counterculture magazine and catalog dedicated to ecol- 
ogy and DIY ethics). Various individuals lobby for serious 
and satirical causes, including Paul Krassner (original Merry 
Prankster and founding Yippie). Followed by a segment 
with Brand [being interviewed] on the Dick Cavett Show. 
Synopsis and video courtesy of MediaBurn.org 


(Media Access Center: Shelley Surpin, Richard Klettner, Pat Crowley, Allen 
Rucker) 


VIDEOFREEX 
1969-1976, 16 MINS. 


“SPECIAL EFFECTS EXPERIMENTS; “SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
EXCERPTS: “CIRCO DELL’ARTE (MASH UP WITH “MORGAN, 
MASON AND DOWNS: ROUND AND ROUND”), “NORMAN 
TAFFEL/70 GRAND ST CONTACT IMPROV REHEARSAL DOC- 
UMENTATION , “MARTIN'S MAGIC PILLOW (WITH A MAS- 
SIVE ANT FARM INFLATABLE); “MAYDAY 1971” (EXCERPT); 
“DAVIDSON'S JAIL TAPE’; “WHAT'S THAT FOR?”; “ME’S AND 
YOUSE’; “SOUP IN CUP” 


VIDEOFREEX 
1969-1975, 16:20 MINS. 


“SUBJECT TO CHANGE” MASHUP 2012, INCLUDING “CHI- 
CAGO TRAVELOGUE’: WEATHERMEN PROTEST AND STREET 
INTERVIEWS IN CHICAGO MIXED WITH ABBIE HOFFMAN 
(YIPPIES) INTERVIEW; [BLACK PANTHER] “FRED HAMP- 
TON INTERVIEW; “AFTER THE BAR (X-RATED)”; “IT’S 
GONNA RAIN’; “LASER GAMES’; “LANESVILLE TV ON VTR” 
EXCERPTS: OPENING, “ORIENTAL MAGIC SHOW” WITH A 
MAN IN A BOX AND A BARBARIAN, “LIVE PHONE CALL IN 
STUDIO” 


Each Videofreex “show reel” of shorts is an 
all-new compilation created for this exhibi- 
tion by Skip Blumberg (Videofreex). High- 
lights include early video feedback experi- 
ments, documentation of the 1971 Mayday 
protests in DC (during which over 12,000 
people were arrested - still the largest mass 
arrests in US history), footage of the May- 
day protesters inside jail, the last interview 
with 21-year-old Black Panther leader Fred 
Hampton, legendary Yippie Abbie Hoffman, 
sci-fi author Arthur C. Clarke, footage from 
the first pirate TV station broadcasting from 
the Videofreex collective house in upstate 
Lanesville, NY, sex, drugs, video art, and so 
on. 


Video courtesy of Videofreex 

(Videofreex: David Cort, Parry Teasdale, Mary Curtis Ratcliff, Nancy Cain, Chuck 
Kennedy, Skip Blumberg, Davidson Gigliotti, Carol Vontobel, Bart Friedman and 
Ann Woodward) 


